


Thanks in part to our sponsors and
partners below, the Taste of Spring to
support injured and orphaned wildlife
was a huge success. Thank you!

Peregrine Falcon Sponsor:
e Imperial Point Animal Hospital

Great Horned Owl Sponsor:
e AutoNation

Chefs/Restaurants/Food Partners
e Sublime Restaurant and Bar

e Green Wave Café

e Falafel Bistro and Wine Bar

e Culinary School of McFatter
Technical Center

¢ Helen Huang’s Mandarin House
e Chef Brook Katz

e Tastebuds Catering

e Bunnie Cakes

e Whole Foods Market

e Constance Brandenburg

e Marta Butterworth

Underwriter Sponsors

¢ Nova Southeastern University,
Health Professions Division

e Stephen and Rhoda Moss
e “Hollywood Carl” Ignacuinos

e Larry and Jolene Shapiro

Beverage Sponsors
e Jerry Madden and Friends
e Stephens Distributing Company

Check out upcoming events on our
Facebook page, facebook.com/
southfloridawildlifecenter.

For more information about sponsoring
our work or next year’s Taste of Spring,
call SFWC at 954-524-4302.

Anne Rambo and (] Irv
Rosenbaum Were amon
many who made the South
Florida Wildlife Centerlaste
of Spring a success.
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Race Against Time

Rehabilitating the secretive, nocturnal bird called the Chuck Will's Widow
can be tricky.

These whippoorwill-like birds won’t eat on their own in captivity. Normally,
they catch insects while flying under the cover of twilight or darkness.

It's rare to even spot one, and the only clue that one of the birds is nearby
is their distinctive, repetitive call: “Chuck-Will's-Widow, Chuck-Will's-Widow."

In April, we treated a Chuck Will's Widow who had fractured her jaw when
she flew into a building during her migration through South Florida. Dr. Stefan
Harsch, director of clinic operations for the South Florida Wildlife Center, placted
a tiny wire pin into the bird’s jaw.

Then came the hard part, because Chuck Will's Widows don’t usually
survive captivity for longer than two weeks.

“If we keep them longer, they get stressed, and they lose weight. They are
usually thin when they are migrating anyway,” Harsch says. “It was basically a
race against time—would the fracture heal in time so we could release her?”

Staffers and volunteers hand-fed the bird three times a day. The jaw healed,
and we released the Chuck Will's Widow to continue her journey from South
Florida up into the southeastern United States, where the birds breed in the
summer, filling woods, fields, and backyards with their musical echoes.

Help care for the migratory birds needing care this year by donating funds,
in-kind gifts, and items on our wish list. Find out how to help with fundrais-
ing activities or how to volunteer at humanesociety.org/sfwc.
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Burrowing Owls Saved from Drowning

The pair of young burrowing owls
were clearly in danger. Their under-
ground burrow had flooded during heavy
rains in Sunrise’s Markham Park. And
when two dog walkers in the park spot-
ted them near the burrow, one of the ba-
bies was trying to hold her head above
the water, and the other was on his side,
shivering. The walkers scooped up the
two young owls and brought them to the
wildlife center on May 1.

Our release specialist, Jim Fisher,
checked on the burrow, where he found
the parents in good shape, feeding the
three slightly larger young owls. (Burrowing
owl eggs don't all hatch at the same time.)

After a few days recovering at our
center, the two littlest owls were reunited
with their family.

“As soon as | opened the carrier, they
immediately ran down into the burrow, and
the parents started feeding them,” he says.

“1'm not going to let them suffer”

For his extraordinary rescue work at
South Florida Wildlife Center, Kenny
Brown received a Wildlife Hero award at
our volunteer appreciation dinner in the
spring. We caught up with him for a chat.

How did you start volunteering on
behalf of animals?

One day | was driving to work at a
construction job, and | saw a pelican on
the side of Interstate 95. He was just
standing there. | knew something wasn't
right. If he moved about five more feet,
he'd have walked into traffic and gotten
hurt. | wasn't going to let that happen.

That was about five years ago.
| called around to different agencies for
help, and they said, “You catch it and
bring it to us, and we'll see what we can
do.” When | found out they don't send
anyone to help animals, | decided to start
helping with the rescues.

| caught the bird, put him in the front
seat of my truck, and took him to a
wildlife rescue in Jupiter, Florida. That's
when | learned about feather mites! He
was covered with them!

Eventually, as | showed | would keep
responding to these animals who needed
help, wildlife rescues and law enforcement
agencies started calling me when they
had an animal that needed rescuing.

What sort of things do you help out
with at South Florida Wildlife Center?
| rescue the animals for them. Lifeguards,
police departments, all sorts of people
call me to rescue animals. On average, |
rescue 600 to 800 animals every year. I'm
so glad there are places like SFWC who
will help these animals.

Have you always been an animal
person?

Yes. | never had anywhere to keep pets
before, though. | grew up on the streets.
| have some pets who are rescues—I have
cockatiels, love birds, a parrot, cats—all
of them had been abandoned or abused.

Tell us about some of your most
memorable South Florida wildlife
rescue calls.
| rescued this one bald eagle in West Palm
Beach; it took me two days to catch him.
He had fractured the tip of his wing. He
could still fly short distances, but he
couldn't fly well enough to soar and hunt.
| eventually caught him in a net and
brought him to the wildlife center, where
he got the care he needed and was
released back into the wild.

I rescued a full-grown deer. She was
on a golf course. She had gotten shot on
the back of her leg. She was strong! She

Learn how to volunteer with us at humanesociety.org/sfwcvolunteer.

head-butted me and almost knocked me
out. | never knew a deer could be as
strong as that. Unfortunately, she was too
wounded, and she didn’t make it.

You never realize how many injured
animals are out there. Without even
getting calls for help, | can go to a marina
and get pelican after pelican, all tangled
in fishing line. | go to this one bridge—the
pelicans get caught in this concrete water
diversion structure there. They get caught
in there, and there’s no room for them to
get flight and get out. | check that bridge
about every night, and | find pelicans
trapped in there.

Whatever it takes, I'm going to get
them. I'm not going to let them suffer.




Doctor, Please

by Robert Ruderman, wildlife ambulance driver

I recently responded to a rescue call about a pigeon with
an injured wing who apparently walked into the emergency
room at Holy Cross Hospital in Fort Lauderdale.

A number of hospital employees and visitors witnessed the
pigeon walk straight through the emergency room doors, right
past the reception area and waiting room, and into one of the
triage rooms.

A thoughtful, sympathetic nurse turned the lights off in
the triage room, closed the door, and immediately called us.
I'arrived to find a very calm, composed, plain pigeon standing on
a scale, apparently eager and ready to be weighed, admitted,
and treated.

| picked up the very cooperative bird. Her right wing lay low-
er than her left wing, which, along with the fact that the bird was
not flying, indicated a possible bone injury in the right wing. |
placed her into a carrier and transported her to the South Florida
Wildlife Center for immediate veterinary care.

Freda Rubio, one of the vet techs at the center, carefully ex-
amined the bird and detected a fracture in the radius bone in the
right wing. The X-rays confirmed her diagnosis and revealed a
clean break in the center of the radius bone. It was great news,
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since the bone will be able to heal on its own without surgery.
The much larger, thicker ulna bone, which runs parallel to the
radius bone, acts as a natural sling, and as a result, the radius
bone should heal in a matter of weeks.

Freda wrapped the bird’s wing in a cast and situated her com-
fortably into the rehabilitation ward. The pigeon seemed pleased
with the quality of the medical care that she had received, and we
hope that she will refer us to her friends and family.

If you find an injured or orphaned bird , call SFWC at 954-524-4302.
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Contact Numbers

Hospital Admissions:
954.524.4302 x10

Adoptions:
954.524.4302 x15

Volunteers:
954.524.4302 x40

Development:
954.524.4302 x12

Executive Director:
954 .524.4302 x16
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Fort Lauderdale, FL 33315






