ore than 300 San Diego feral cats
got a fix on March 14, 2004—a
spay/neuter fix, that is.
The Feral Cat Coalition spayed or
neutered 308 cats at the Rancho San Diego
Animal Hospital in El Cajon, California,
where the group held its first large-scale
spay/neuter operation. According to Larry
Boersma, spokesperson for the Coalition,
the number set a world record. The event’s
goal was to help reduce the area’s feral cat
population.
WCRO’s John Dommers helped document the event with digital videotaping and
digital photography. In addition, he donated a public address system that was used
in the exhibit area. HSUS plans to assist
with future feral cat Fixathons.
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Volunteers prepare cats for surgery at the
Fixathon in El Cajon, California. Feral
Cat Coalition and Spay Neuter Action
Project altered 308 cats during the event.

continued from “Feral Cats,” page 1
All cats deserve permanent homes with
responsible caregivers who keep them safely
confined and meet their needs. The HSUS
encourages all animal caregivers to make a
commitment to responsible care for the life of
their animals and offers assistance in solving
common house cat problems. Many cats are
abandoned because of their behavior. These
cats may join existing feral colonies.
In response to problems and complaints
surrounding one feral cat colony in Sacramento, a coalition of government and nongovernment organizations has formed to
humanely mitigate the situation. In addition to
WCRO, members of this coalition include the
Sacramento City Animal Care and Control,
Happy Tails Cat Rescue, the City Parks and
Recreation Department, and the Sacramento
Area Animal Coalition. Historically, animal
control agencies have approached the problem
by humanely trapping, neutering, and releasing the cats. In some cases blanket euthanasia
was used. The Sacramento project has adopted
the Trap, Test, Vaccinate, Alter, Release, and
Management (TTVAR-M) method recommended by The HSUS.
“It is the management component that separates this program from the others,” said
WCRO’s Bob Reder. “It is crucial that feral cat
colonies be well managed for the optimal health
and safety of the cats and the environment. The
goal of this program is to reach zero population
through natural attrition. Only cats with
incurable diseases or serious injuries will be
euthanized, and, of course, all will be altered,
evaluated for adoption, and vaccinated.”

HSUS

Fixathon
Sets Record

Safe Cats at
Rivercats
CRO took the Safe Cats campaign out to the ballgame last
August by staffing an information booth at the Sacramento Rivercats game. The campaign seeks to dispel
myths about cats and encourage cat
owners to keep their cats safe indoors.
Cats are America’s most popular pets.
Most cat owners love their pets but are
unaware that their cat is safer and can
be just as happy when kept safely
confined. Those who are allowed outdoors unsupervised are more likely to die
prematurely from diseases, poisons,
attacks by other animals, abuse by
humans, or vehicle accidents. WCRO’s
Eric Sakach and Cynthia Cutler staffed
the booth, promoting the campaign and
handing out literature, catnip toys, and
magnets to baseball fans. Sakach presented a specially signed “Mutts” comic
strip to the Rivercats in appreciation for
their support of Safe Cats.
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I want to learn how I can help our animal friends
and The Humane Society of the United States (HSUS).
Please send me information about

___ Making a memorial donation to honor
the life of a pet, friend, or relative.
___ Providing for my pets in my will and
in case of emergency.
___ Planning my estate and will to help
animals and The HSUS.

___ Using charitable gift annuities
and trusts to support The HSUS.
___ Giving The HSUS a gift of stock.

Promoting the protection
of all animals

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY

STATE

ZIP

DAYTIME PHONE

WEST COAST REGIONAL OFFICE
5301 Madison Avenue, Suite 202
P.O. Box 417220 (mailing address)
Sacramento, CA 95841-7220

E-MAIL (OPTIONAL)

THE HUMANE SOCIETY OF THE UNITED STATES

WCRO Regional News

SPRING 2004

3

