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Statement on the Transfer of Shelter Animals to 

Educational, Research, and Veterinary Institutions 
 

Animal Cadavers 

The Humane Society of the United States does not oppose the transfer of euthanized animals from animal shelters 
to educational and research institutions, provided that all of the following conditions are met: 
 
Any animal involved must have been humanely euthanized due to either mortal illness or injury, or because no 
suitable home could be found for the animal within a reasonable time. 
 
Second, animal cadavers should be transferred only when the animal's former owner has been informed of the policy 
of giving euthanized animals to educational and research institutions and has given consent.  If the animal was 
received as a stray with no known owner, it must first be held the appropriate number of days as required by 
ordinance for an owner to reclaim prior to being released. Full public awareness of any animal transfer policy is vital 
to maintaining public trust in animal shelters. Regardless of owner consent, however, shelters not wishing to supply 
animal carcasses to institutions should not be compelled to do so. 
 
Third, such transfers should not involve elementary, middle or high schools. The HSUS opposes the practice of 
animal dissection in pre-college classrooms for numerous reasons. At the college level, we acknowledge the need for 
animal cadavers in veterinary training, for instance, but emphasize the importance that cadavers come from 
humanely euthanized animals and that no animals be raised or killed specifically for use in dissection. 
 
Fourth, the transfer of animals from shelters should not involve any exchange of money. This condition applies to the 
shelters themselves as well as any middlemen who transport the animals to the educational or research facilities.  
So-called "surplus" dogs and cats are a result of the tragic pet overpopulation and millions of dogs and cats are 
euthanized yearly in U.S. shelters. When money can be made in dealing in their carcasses, it can give the perception 
that there may be less incentive for addressing overpopulation or that the shelter would rather gain from this tragedy 
than spend the money necessary to solve it. 
 
 
Live Animals 
 
The Humane Society of the United States opposes the transfer of live animals from animal shelters for research, 
testing, or educational purposes.  However, The HSUS does not oppose the transfer of live animals from shelters to 
veterinary schools or veterinary technician schools provided that all of the following conditions are met: 
 
The animals are being transferred for the purpose of receiving medical treatment that is beneficial to the individual 
animal involved. This would include spay/neuter procedures performed on unaltered animals. 
 
Second, the medical treatment the animal receives is provided with the same standards of care as that provided to 
any other animal treated at the training institution, including when students are involved in the procedures. 
 
Third, after receiving treatment, the animals are either adopted from the veterinary schools or veterinary technician 
schools, returned to the animal shelter, or transferred to a rescue group for adoption. 
 
Fourth, such transfers of live animals should also meet the same relevant conditions as listed above for cadavers 
including: 

a. Owner consent, adherence to stray hold period, and full public awareness of transfer policy, and 
b. Transfers should not involve any exchange of money. 

 
Finally, when the animals or animal cadavers are transferred to an educational institution and the above criteria are 

met, it should be explained to students that the animals are from an ethically sound source. 

 

 


