Did you know?
Male pigs are called boars.
eir
Females are called sows. Th
babies are called piglets.

Thinking pink? Not so! Pigs
vary in color from black and
brown to white and pink—or
rs.
a combination of a few colo
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Pigs are tidy! They choose on
place
spot to use as a toilet. It is a
sleep.
far from where they eat and

PIGS
grunting, squealing, and even
growling.

what do you know about pigs?

People may think pigs are dirty
because of their habit of rolling
in mud. But pigs aren’t trying to
get dirty. They just want to cool
off. Pigs don’t sweat, so rolling
in mud helps keep them cool.
The mud also protects their skin
from biting bugs and sunburn.
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PIG TALK
Pigs are social animals. That
means they like to be around
other pigs. They greet each other
by touching snouts. And they
use more than 20 different
sounds to “talk” to other pigs.
The sounds they make include

this spread, from top: kathy milani/the hsus; marji beach/
animal place; julie busch branaman/for the hsus

many people think pigs are dirty animals.
not true! pigs are very clean and smart.
they may even be smarter than dogs!

Piglets can tell their mom’s voice
from all others. The little guys
can even tell what kind of mood
mom is in from the sound of her
voice! Sound familiar?
How might
these pigs
be feeling?

Moments after they are born,
piglets are up and walking
around. Within two weeks,
they are chasing and playing
with other piglets.
Wild pigs and those who roam
free on a farm spend their day
with their nose to the ground.
They have a very strong sense
of smell. It helps them sniff out
tasty roots deep underground.
Then they dig them up with help
from their tough snout. Pigs also
eat plants and small animals like
worms, insects, and snakes.
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