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Dear Proprietor/Business Owner:

We are writing today to kindly remind you that a prohibition on the possession, sale,
trade and distribution of bear bile or products containing bear bile, bear gallbladders or other
bear parts, including any item or substance containing, labeled or advertised as containing bear
gallbladders or bear bile took effect in Hawaii on June 15, 2012, per Hawaii Revised Statutes



8159-34 Part IVA. Exotic Animals; Prohibitions.(also see page 2). As a supporter of this
legislation, and on behalf of thousands of animal protection supporters across Hawaii, we thank
you for your cooperation and support of this new law, and for joining the 34 other states that
have already enacted this law.

The demand for bear viscera and parts across America and in other countries drives bear
poaching, the trade in bear parts and ultimately puts endangered bear species at great risk. As a
result, wild American bears and highly endangered Asian bears are slaughtered for their
gallbladders and bile, which are consumed domestically or exported illegally. Asiatic black
bears are entombed in coffin-like cages in China and elsewhere in Asia, where they are cruelly
caged and milked for their bile with a steel catheter. When the bears outlive their productive
bile-producing years, they are slaughtered and harvested for their parts.

We are pleased that many retailers, business owners and Chinese Medicine Practitioners
have access to excellent synthetic alternatives that do not contain bear parts and we encourage
you to instead use these products.

As a business owner and vital member of our community, your compliance with this new
law is greatly appreciated. Your support will help to protect the thousands of bears worldwide
who are cruelly treated and ultimately killed for the unnecessary trade and sale of their parts.

If you have any questions regarding this law, please do not hesitate to contact us.
Best regards,
Inga Gibson
Hawaii State Director, The Humane Society of the United States
Act 126; enacted into law on June 15, 2012

Section 159-3, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is amended by amending the definition of "exotic
animal” to read as follows:

""Exotic animal" means any cloven-hoofed ruminant animal considered feral in nature, other
than domestic cattle, sheep, goats, or equines. For the purposes of this chapter, bears and
domestic rabbits shall be considered exotic animals."

SECTION 2. Section 159-34, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is amended to read as follows:
"'[f18159-34[}] Prohibitions. (a) The preparation, sale, offering for sale, or transportation or
receipt for transportation in intrastate commerce of meat and meat products derived from exotic
animals, unless inspected and passed as provided for under this part, is prohibited. Violators shall
be subject to all requirements and penalties of this chapter.

(b) Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, no person shall buy, sell, transport, deliver,
offer for sale or transportation, or receive for transportation in commerce, any bear gallbladders
or bile, or any product, item, or substance containing, labeled, or advertised as containing bear
gallbladders or bile. The possession of any bear gallbladders or bile, or any product, item, or
substance containing, labeled, or advertised as containing bear gallbladders or bile is prima facie



http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol03_Ch0121-0200D/HRS0159/HRS_0159-.htm

evidence of a violation of this subsection. The exemptions set forth in section 159-29 shall not
apply to violations of this subsection."

Penalties: Any person who violates any provision of this chapter for which no other criminal

penalty is provided by this chapter shall be fined not more than $1,000 or imprisoned not more
than one year, or both.



