Appendix 6: The Development Review Process
Counties and cities generally have a development review process; in fact, many states require such
reviews by law. The process includes opportunities for citizens of the community to voice concerns
over a particular proposal; it is key to provide comments on prairie dog management in to the
planners and decision makers. While all stages of the process are important, the earlier the input the
better. Written comments are also beneficial.
Figure 1. A typical development review process.
Neighborhood Meeting
Usually the meeting date and times are sent to all property owners located with 500 feet of the development site and information is posted on the
proposed site.

The sooner prairie dogs are
included in the planning
process, the better!

Development Application and Submittal
Application is given to development planning and review office

Development Determination of Sufficiency
This is a formal submission of development plans between the planning department and developer to make sure the developer has adhered to
local government requirements. Some local governments have a Local Land Use Review Board where the public is allowed to listen to proposals
and make comments

Staff Review and Report
Usually staff will require review and comments from other relevant agencies such as: the fire department, police department, school board,
natural resources committee, fish and game agency, health department, state engineers, and other local government boards such as parks and
recreation and open space.

Notice of Public Hearing
Generally the notice for a public hearing is posted in the paper, signs are posted throughout the proposed development site and written
notification is sent to those property owners within 500 feet of the site. Public hearings are general limited only to relevant subject matter and
typically follow this protocol: staff report, applicant presentation, public testimony, applicant response, staff response.

Final Decision and Findings
The development plan is approved. Sometimes the public is allowed to make any final comments.
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