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110 dogs rescued from the dog meat trade arrive in Canada to start adoption journey 
Colorado introduces bill to ban trophy hunting of big cats 
Undercover investigation reveals potentially illegal ivory trade in Maryland  
HSUS staff give rescued pet store puppies a holiday filled with love  
Brutality exposed at Virginia wildlife killing contests  
Dozens of dogs rescued from large-scale alleged neglect case in Texas 
Black Beauty Ranch welcomes exotic animals rescued from roadside zoo 

Choco, one of 110 dogs saved from the dog meat trade by HSI and our South Korean partners, plays in the snow after arriving in Canada.
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We brought 110 dogs saved from the dog 
meat industry to new lives in Canada

We flew more than 100 dogs once destined for slaughter in South 
Korea’s dog meat industry to our Humane Society International/
Canada shelter to start the journey to finding loving forever homes. 
HSI saved the dogs last August and closed down a notorious dog 
farm on Jindo Island, in partnership with our Korean partner, LIFE. 
The farmer signed a contract agreeing to relinquish his animals and 
give up dog meat farming forever. Since then, these dogs and scores 
more saved from the dog meat trade have been recovering at an HSI 
partner’s shelter in South Korea, unable to leave due to COVID flight 
restrictions. With their arrival in Canada, they’ve now begun the 
process of putting their traumatic pasts behind them and starting 
new lives. HSI works with local animal advocates to shut down South 
Korean dog meat farms and bring about an end to the trade.

We uncovered a potentially illegal ivory 
trade in Maryland 
A joint HSUS/HSI undercover investigation uncovered the potentially 
deceptive sale of products made from elephant ivory in Maryland. During 
our six month investigation in 2021, we identified hundreds of figurines, 
trinkets and jewelry carved from elephant ivory for sale by 20 Maryland 
sellers, most of whom claimed not to know federal law requires them to 
provide documents verifying the age or origin of ivory products. Without 
documentation proving the item is at least 100 years old, ivory items 
could potentially be made with new ivory, sourced from recently 
poached elephants. Several items we documented for sale appeared to 
be newer, suggesting that Maryland sellers and consumers could be 
unknowingly contributing to the illegal ivory trade. We are supporting 
proposed legislation in the Maryland General Assembly to prohibit the 
sale of parts and products from imperiled species. (HB 52/SB 381). 

Colorado introduced an HSUS-supported 
bill to protect wild cats from trophy hunting

A coalition of Colorado legislators introduced a bill we support (SB 
31) to end that state’s trophy hunting of mountain lions, bobcats and 
Canada lynx.  Despite polling data that  shows  a large majority 
of  Coloradans opposed to the trophy hunting of these animals,  
hunters kill hundreds of mountain lions and thousands of bobcats 
every year, typically chasing them down with packs of dogs; 
bobcats are frequently trapped and then shot at close range. Hunters 
kill these animals for trophies, bragging rights and to sell their pelts 
on international markets for fur production. This groundbreaking 
legislation is being championed by a coalition of legislators and, in 
addition to the HSUS, is supported by the Animal Welfare 
Institute,  Center for Biological Diversity, Mountain Lion 
F o u n d a t i o n ,  P r o j e c t C o y o t e , S i e r r a C l u b C o l o r a d o , 
WildEarth Guardians and Boulder Bear Coalition. 
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Our undercover investigations at Virginia 
wildlife killing contests exposed brutality
We released the disturbing results of  three HSUS undercover 
investigations at wildlife killing contests in Virginia, at which more than 
1,000 coyotes and foxes were ruthlessly killed by participants vying to 
win cash and prizes for killing the most, the smallest or the biggest 
animals. HSUS investigators saw trucks filled with dead animals, 
contestants dragging bloody animals to be weighed, children playing 
among the dead bodies and a team of participants wearing “Nightlife 
Assassins” sweatshirts, congratulating each other as they stood next 
to their heaps of dead animals. Ending trophy hunting is one of our 
top priorities, and to date, we’ve helped pass eight state bans—in 
Arizona, California, Colorado, Maryland, Massachusetts, New Mexico, 
Vermont and Washington—against wildlife killing contests. A bill to 
ban them in Virginia (HB 1247) is under consideration and being 
championed by Delegate Mark Keam. A January 2022 national poll by 
Remington Research Group found that 80% of Americans oppose 
wildlife killing contests.

We helped rescue nearly 40 suffering dogs 
in a suspected neglect case in Texas
We helped rescue nearly 40 dogs from an alleged neglect situation in 
Smith County, Texas, in coordination with the the Smith County 
Precinct 4 Constable’s Office, The SPCA of East Texas, and Animal 
Investigations and Response. After local authorities served a search 
and seizure warrant on a residential property, we found dogs in chain-
link kennels, with their water bowls frozen over. The living conditions 
were hazardous, with corrugated metal collapsing into some of the 
cages. All the dogs were taken to a temporary shelter in an 
undisclosed location and received much-needed care and TLC.  
RedRover responders helped us care for the dogs, who will all be 
placed for adoption once they are healthy and ready to join new 
families.

HSUS staff opened their hearts and homes 
to rescued puppies from NYC pet store
  The holidays were busier and happier in at least three HSUS 
households this season, as our colleagues stepped up to care for 
three puppies surrendered by the American Kennels pet store in New 
York City. The relinquishments of Rocky, an Akita, Rosie, a Morkie and 
Pogo, a Jack Russell terrier, followed our recent undercover 
investigation, which showed that the store was selling sick puppies 
and failing to provide proper care to sick dogs, resulting in at least 
one puppy’s death. The store released the three puppies to the city 
after authorities determined the dogs were sourced from puppy mill 
brokers, or “B dealers,” in apparent violation of city law. The store has 
since been closed down. A bill to ban pet store puppy sales passed 
the New York State Senate in 2021, and is now being considered by 
the Assembly. Five states have passed such a ban already. 
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Thank you for helping us protect  
and fight for all animals!

We gave sanctuary to exotic animals 
rescued by HSI from a derelict roadside zoo
A group of exotic wild animals who spent their lives at a  deplorable 
roadside zoo  in Canada are now receiving proper care and living their 
happily-ever-after at our 1,400-acre Cleveland Amory Black Beauty Ranch 
sanctuary in Texas. The animals include a family of kangaroos named 
Ross, Rachel, Joey and Chandler, two tigers, a lion, a zebra, a wildebeest, a 
nilgai and an emu. They were among the more than 200 wild exotic 
animals rescued by HSI from decrepit conditions at an unaccredited zoo 
in Canada in 2019, all of whom now live at accredited sanctuaries. Noelle 
Almrud, senior director of Black Beauty Ranch, said, “These animals will 
never be neglected or have to face darkness ever again. They are 
receiving all of the proper care they deserve, and now have the 
opportunity to relax in the sun or under a tree, graze in the tall grass, play, 
enjoy a proper diet and plenty of treats, and be the wild animals they are.”
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