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HSUS investigates Kanawha Valley, Virginia, wildlife killing contest 
 

Undercover investigation exposes cash-and-prizes game targeting coyotes and foxes 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OVER A 45-HOUR PERIOD, participants in a wildlife 
killing contest in Dugspur, Virginia, gunned down 
approximately 315 coyotes and foxes for the chance at 
cash and prizes. Undercover investigators with the 
Humane Society of the United States witnessed the 
aftermath of the killing at the weigh-in located at the 
Kanawha Valley Arena Resort, which took place from 
Jan. 15-17, 2021. Participants in the Kanawha Valley 
Predator Calling Championship arrived and 
dragged bloody coyotes and foxes from their trucks to 
the weigh station. Judges awarded cash prizes to the 
teams that killed the most animals, and there were side 
pots for biggest coyote and biggest fox killed. First 
place went to a two-man team who killed 52 animals. 
At least 65 teams took part in the event. 
  
Contests like this one are held across the state and 
target bobcats, coyotes and foxes. Virginia is home to 
one of the largest contests in the nation—the Eastern 
U.S. Predator Calling Championship—which invites 
people from all states east of the Mississippi River to 
participate and is next scheduled to take place in 
January 2022. Organizers call the contest a “family 
friendly event” and the “premier predator hunting 
event in the Eastern United States.”  
  
Fire departments, gun shops, sporting goods stores, 
fairgrounds and even churches have hosted or  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
organized these events in Virginia. Wildlife killing 
contests serve no legitimate wildlife management 
function. They can injure countless animals and orphan 
dependent young, who are left to die from 
starvation, predation or exposure. The contests do not 
reduce coyote numbers, prevent conflicts with farm 
animals, or boost populations of game species and the 
cruelty of these contests violates traditional hunting 
ethics. With competitors bringing in dead animals from 
other states, the contests can also promote the spread 
of parasites and other diseases.   
 
Key investigative observations:  
• Piles of bloodied animals packed into crates 

attached to trucks bearing stickers and license 
plates reading, “Coyote Hearse,” “Coyote Taxi” 
and “Yote H8R,” illustrating an attitude of total 
disregard for animal lives. 

• Men dragging animals who had been ripped apart 
by bullets to a scale, where they were hung upside 
down for weighing in front of the crowd. 

• A team of participants wearing matching “Nightlife 
Assassins” sweatshirts, standing next to their pile 
of dead animals while congratulating one another. 

• Dozens of dead animals in line for weighing, strewn 
about on the ground with their mouths closed shut 
by zip-ties. 
 

https://www.euspcc.com/
https://www.euspcc.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/332718573812805/
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• Young children playing and watching as ripped-up, 
dead animals were weighed. 

• Participant trucks with Virginia, North Carolina, 
and West Virginia tags. 
 

Known 2021 contests in Virginia:  
• Southern Pines Predator Hunt, South Boston, 

Feb. 20 (bobcat, coyote, fox) 
• Bland Fair Associations Predator Hunt, Bland, 

Feb. 12-14 (bobcat, coyote, fox) 
• Kanawha Valley Predator Calling Championship, 

Dugspur, Jan. 15-17 (coyote, fox) 
• Dance’s Sporting Goods Predator Hunt, Colonial 

Heights, Jan. 8-10 and Jan. 15-17 (bobcat, coyote, 
fox) 
 

Eight states—Maryland, Massachusetts, Vermont, 
Arizona, California, Colorado, Washington and New 
Mexico—have banned wildlife killing contests in the 
last several years. Five of these states did so through 
the state wildlife commissions.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/TrentsGrocery/photos/a.1305903539455707/3839634376082598/?type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/events/kanawha-valley-arena/kanawha-valley-predator-calling-championship/604309300265098/
https://www.facebook.com/DancesSportingGoods/photos/a.245751758776647/3935354046483048/?type=3&theater


 

For more information, contact wildlife@humanesociety.org. 
All photos by the HSUS. 

Virginia Wildlife Killing Contest Advertisements 
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