
United States House of Representatives 
c/o Speaker Paul D. Ryan 
1233 Longworth HOB  
Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
Re: Horse Slaughter Defund Amendment 

 

Dear Honorable Members of the House of Representatives, 
 

We are writing to ask you to support the defund amendment and keep horse slaughterhouses 

closed in the United States. 

The majority of Americans – 80 percent – are opposed to the cruel and unnecessary slaughter 

of horses for human consumption. With the USDA’s Food Safety Inspection Service budget 

already stretched thin, it would be fiscally irresponsible for the USDA to be allowed to extend 

funding for a new program to slaughter horses. American taxpayers should not be forced to 

support a cruel industry for a product that they do not consume. 

In addition, horses are treated as companion and sports in the U.S., not food producing 

animals, so they are routinely treated with various drugs and substances that have been 

deemed to be toxic to humans if ingested. Since horse owners are not required to keep lifetime 

medical treatment records, there is no system in place to ensure that horses slaughtered for 

human consumption are free of FDA-banned substances. 

Horse slaughter is a dark and predatory industry. It has never provided a solution for unwanted 

horses or abuse and encourages overbreeding by providing an artificial disposal option for 

irresponsible breeders and owners. When horse slaughter existed in this country prior to being 

shut down in 2007, the USDA documented a variety of abuses, so there is no reason to believe 

that bringing slaughter back to the U.S. will make the process humane. It is a brutal end for 

animals we have trained to trust us. 

We strongly urge you to do everything possible to ensure the language to defund the 

inspection of horse slaughterhouses is included in the appropriations bill. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Kaley Cuoco   
Arielle Kebbel 
Willie Nelson 
William Shatner  
Jill Rappaport 
Nikki Reed 
Sebastian Roche  
Ian Somerhalder 


